















































































































































Petroleum County Conservation District
P.O. Box 118, Winnett, MT 59087-0118
406-429-6646 ext. 104
petroleumcd@macdnet.org

Local Common Sense Conservation
www.petroleumcd.org

Jay King — Chairman, Brenda Brady, Vice-Chairman & MSCA,
Laura Kiehl —Treasurer & MRCDC, Ralph Corbett — Urban Supervisor, Rodney Rowton — Rural
Supervisor, Butch Arthur — Urban Supervisor, Tye Lund —Supervisor

December 17, 2025

Call to order (regular meeting): Vice Chair Brenda Brady called the regular Petroleum County
Conservation District meeting to order at 4:02pm. Those present were Brenda Brady, Ralph Corbett,
Butch Arthur, Tye Lund, and Rodney Rowton. Others present in person were Desi King, Winnett ACES;
Reba Ahlgren, NRCS; Brent Smith, CEMIST; and Trish Smith, PCCD Administrator. Virtual attendees
were Veronica Grigaltchik, DNRC; Lesley Rolls, PCCD Water Coordinator; and Katie Lund, PCCD
Fiscal Manager. Jay King and Laura Kiehl were absent.

Approval of PCCD Minutes:
Butch Arthur moved to approve the November 26, 2025, meeting minutes; Ralph Corbett seconded.
Motion passed.

Guest/Public Comment: None.

Partner Reports:
MRCDC: Looked over written report from Molly in packet. Trish mentioned the tentative 2026 River
Rendezvous location.

MWZC: No report
MSGOT: No report

MSU Extension: No report.

DNRC: Veronica stated that grant quarterly reporting is due Jan 15. Preliminary budget is due by the
end of February. MACD Convention supervisor scholarships are due by December 31 to get
reimbursement.

NRCS: EQIP and CSP application deadlines are January 15. Catching up on payments, have most
processed. Regenerative agriculture initiative emerging with limited details available. Gave an office
update.

PCCD Water Program: Lesley attended the DNRC grant training. Discussed the Vogal dam/Box Elder
project. Coordinating with Jim Brady, Ducks Unlimited, BLM and FWP. FWP have Migratory Bird
funding. BLM has interest but lacking funding. Meeting with Clint and other folks in January to get
rolling on project. Attended Beaver Working Group. They are moving forward getting transplants to
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reduce beaver conflict and keep beavers in their habitat. Lewistown area is a big focus. The Watershed
Management Grant is no longer available. The Irrigation Development Grant is only available to private
landowners. Jim Brady is interested in a dike projectand Brad Murphy is interested in dike repair along
the Yellowwater irrigation.

Winnett ACES: Desi reported that Punchy Paint is open at the 55 Main building; finishing the upstairs
early next year. The Musselshell River bank restoration tour on the Rowton Ranch was well attended
December 10. Annual ACES meeting January 14th. Cold season grazing clinic in Cascade Jan 26.
Funding sources are no longer frozen. Jen Solf started her maternity leave. Will be having a Land Owner
Lab Series February and March discussing how to utilize different tools. Rangeland Improvement
Projects accepting applications on a rolling basis. Shaylie Ahlgren started working after school for
ACES.

CEMIST: Brent reported that they put in an application for the AIS grant with a $35K ask; need an
authorization statement signed. Original AIS contract with DNRC has approximately $8K remaining,
expiring at the end of Dec. Trying to figure out how to legally move money.

BLM: No report.

Supervisor Reports:
Brenda Brady: MT Salinity Control has a lot going on and think it would be good to have them give a
short report at a future CD meeting.

Laura Kiehl: No report.
Ralph Corbett: No report.
Jay King: No report.
Rodney Rowton: No report.
Butch Arthur: No report.
Tye Lund: No report.

Governance Calendar (Current Month): Governance calendar reviewed for December. Need to start
looking at the CD budget at the Jan meeting.

Old Business:
A. McDonald Irrigation — Covered prior.
B. Possible Garfield CD Pilot Project Presentation 2026 — Trish stated that the GCCD is
discussing this event at their board meetings and will know more after visiting with them.
Looking at June-September timeframe. Discussed with Desi about having it after an ACES
Conservation Committee Meeting. Desi will look at their calendar.
New Business:
A. 310 Updates — Kiehl — Ralph Corbett moved to accept the 2025-3 Kiehl Emergency 310;
Rodney Rowton seconded. Motion passed.



B. CEMIST Program Manager Annual Review and COLA — Ralph Corbett moved to approve
the CEMIST Program Manager Annual Review and COLA increase of 2.8% effective
December 1, 2025; Tye Lund seconded. Rodney Rowton Abstained. Motion passed.

C. MRCDC Designated Representatives — Tye Lund moved to designate Laura Kiehl as the
MRCDC Representative for 2026, with Jay King as the alternate; Rodney Rowton
seconded. Motion passed.

D. Annual Workplan Planning — set meeting date (2026) — The board decided on having an
annual workplan meeting January 21, 2026, 4pm. Will also finish up the long-range plan
during this meeting.

Administrative:

A.
Financial:

A.

Grant & District Updates: Looked over the admin monthly report. Tye Lund moved to
apply for the NACD TA2025 Grant; Butch Arthur seconded. Motion passed.

Katie presented the annual financial report requiring board signatures. Discussed the CD audit.
Audit deadline is June 2026. MSGOT funding drove the audit, putting the CD over the
threshold. Rodney Rowton moved to approve the annual financial report; Ralph Corbett
seconded. Motion passed.

Government shutdown procedures — Katie raised a critical issue requiring policy
clarification during government shutdowns. Gave the example of the CD District
Technician not submitting timesheets for two months, so not paid and also had no leave
accrual. Also, the issue of Holiday pay since it is based on hours worked. Veronica stated
that the MACD executive director discussed this issue with NACD. Been working on in-
house solutions. Suggested reaching out to MACD for their info on their polices. Brenda
noted that ACES shifted funding sources to keep employees fully employed.

a) Petroleum CD: Ralph Corbett moved to pay the PCCD unpaid bills; Rodney Rowton
seconded. Motion passed.

b) Missouri River CD Council: Ralph Corbett moved to pay the MRCDC unpaid bills;
Rodney Rowton. Motion passed.

Correspondence: None.

Governance Calendar: The Governance Calendar was reviewed for December.

2026-2030 Long Range Work Plan: Discussed and made updates to the Invasive Species portion of the
Long-Range Work Plan.

Announcements:

A. Next Regular Board meeting: January 28, 2026, 5pm - PCCC
B. Special Meeting: January 21, 4pm, 2026 - PCCC

Approval of absences: Brenda called for a vote on approving Laura Kiehl’s absence. There was a

motion by

Ralph Corbett to approve her absence. All voted in favor except Tye Lund. Laura Kiehl’s

absence was approved. Brenda called for a vote on approving Jay King’s absence. There was no motion
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to approve Jay King’s absence. Since there were no motions to vote on, his absence was not excused.
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 5:45pm

Brenda Brady, Vice Chair Trish J. Smith, District Administrator

Laura Kiehl, Board Secretary
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